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questions ;* but a good deal of useful work was also done by the com-
mittees and sub-committees on the less controversial questions of
transportation, intellectual co-operation, and social problems.2
The efforts which were made 'on the fringe9 of the Conference to
settle the Chaco dispute are described elsewhere.3 For some ten days
the Committee on the Organization of Peace and a sub-committee
which it appointed on the Chaco question stood back and left the
initiative to President Terra, who was endeavouring to persuade
Bolivia and Paraguay to lay down their arms; but these negotiations
had apparently produced no result by the middle of December, and
on the 15th the committee itself intervened by adopting the following
declaration:
The Seventh International Conference of American States declares:
First, that it reaffirms its faith in peaceful means for the solution of
international conflicts, by virtue of which it has made and will continue
to make every effort to re-establish peace as soon as possible between
Bolivia and Paraguay. Second, that it is ready to co-operate with the
League of Nations in the application of the Covenant. Third, the
Seventh Conference expresses to the Governments of Bolivia and
1 Economic questions were examined by two committees, which dealt
respectively with questions on the agenda for the Conference and with new
proposals submitted to the Conference. These committees appointed several
sub - committees.
3 The instruments which were signed at the conclusion of the Conference
included a treaty standardizing extradition procedure and a convention on
political asylum; a convention relating to the revision of history text-books;
and a treaty guaranteeing that women should enjoy the same rights as men
in matters of nationality. An attempt was made to secure approval for a more
comprehensive convention relating to the civil and political rights of women,
but there was a good deal of opposition to this proposal, and the Conference
merely adopted a resolution recommending to Governments that they should
endeavour^ so far as the peculiar circumstances of each country would con-
veniently permit, to establish the maximum of equality between men and
women in all matters pertaining to the possession, enjoyment, and exercise of
civil and political rights.
Of the other resolutions and recommendations of the Conference perhaps
the most interesting was the recommendation for the establishment of an
Inter-American Labour Institute with its headquarters at Buenos Aires. It
was intended that this Institute should co-operate with the International
Labour Organization at Geneva in the 'study and solution of American social
problems which have features distinctive from, if not in conflict with, European
problems'. By another resolution, the Conference recommended that ea
thorough investigation be made of the social and economic conditions of the
intellectual workers of the various scientific, artistic, and literary professions'.
The Conference also decided that additional expert commissions should be
appointed to assist in the work of codifying international law which had been
entrusted to an International Commission of Jurists by the third Conference
in 1906. The project for a Pan-American Highway, which had been indicated
by President Roosevelt as specially suitable for discussion, received the ble^s-
ing of the Conference. 3 In section (iv) of this part of the present volume.